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Sir: 



AMENDED INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



On February 9, 2005, Applicant, by its attorney, filed an 
Information Disclosure Statement with an error which has since been 
discovered. 

On page 2, the second paragraph should be amended thusly: 

The instant Patent Application is not directed 
to the manufacturing of blisters. That io, — it 
It is Refe— concerned with the conditioning of 
blister sheets which have been shaped and 
closed on one or several product (s) . 
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The full text of the Information Disclosure Statement, which 
includes the above correction, follows. 

Applicant wishes to call to the attention of the Examiner the 
following prior art. Copies of the references are enclosed as is a 
completed form PTO/SB/08A. 

No translation is available for French Patent 1 343 517. 
This patent is directed to a direct shaping of some kind of blister 
sheet on a group of products. 

No translation is available for Swiss Patent N** 261 306. This 
patent is believed to be no more relevant than French Patent 1 
343 517. This patent is also directed to a direct shaping of some 
kind of blister sheet on a group of products. The Swiss Patent 
merely adds the provision of a perforated linerboard which is 
intended to surround each blister. According to the teachings of 
this document, the linerboard is deposited on the blister sheet 
before the latter is shaped and is used as an intermediate layer 
between a shaping tool and the blister sheet during the shaping 
thereof . 

The instant Patent Application is not directed to the 
manufacturing of blisters. It is concerned with the conditioning of 
blister sheets which have been shaped and closed on one or several 
product (s) . 

U.S. Patent No. 5,542,235 is directed to the same problem as 
the instant application insofar as it discloses the positioning of 
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a linerboard K on a pre-existing, i.e. already shaped, blister 
sheet B. 

However, the teachings of the instant application strongly 
differ from the teachings of the '235 patent. According to the '235 
patent, linerboards are deposited and positioned on the blister 
sheets before the blister sheets are separated from one another, 
i.e. on a continuous strip of blister sheets which progresses step 
by step (lines 55 and 56 of column 2, lines 39-41 of column 5, 
paragraph a of claims 1 and 9 and first paragraph of claim 13 with 
respect to the treatment of a continuous strip of blister sheets; 
lines 1620 and 49-52 of column 4, paragraphs c and f of claims 1 
and 9 and fourth paragraph of claim 13 with respect to the 
progression step by step) . The division of the strip into 
individual blister sheets occurs in this case after the linerboards 
have been positioned (lines 63-66 of colximn 5) . The '235 patent 
recites the possibility of cutting the strip longitudinally before 
the linerboards are deposited thereon, but this does not 
individualize the blister sheets (paragraph spanning columns 6 and 
7) . 

Unlike the cited art, the method and apparatus claimed in 
independent claims 1 and 11 and their subclaims are directed to the 
treatment of individual blister sheets, which progress 
continuously. The French and Swiss Patents include no teaching 
which would lead one having ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
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method and apparatus of the '235 patent accordingly. The prior art 
patents are not concerned with a continuous treatment, and their 
treatment does not apply to a blister sheet after it has been 
shaped . 

Applicant's treatment of individual blister sheets enables 
two linerboards to be joined to blister sheets, the contents of 
which are different, either alternatively (a respective linerboard 
for successive blister sheets having different contents) or 
simultaneously (several blister sheets, having different contents, 
together with a single linerboard) , by way of an adaptation of 
stations 57 and 58, while the method and machine disclosed in the 
'235 patent is only able to associate linerboards with blister 
sheets which are bound together in the continuous strip, i.e. with 
identical blister sheets having the same content. 

Applicant's continuous treatment allows for higher rates of 
production than a step by step treatment, and causes less wear to 
the machine components, and less noise. 

From the foregoing it is respectfully submitted that none of 
the cited references affects the claims in the instant application. 



Howard F. Mandelbaum 
Registration No. 27,519 
Attorney for Applicant 
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